SOUTH WHITLEY TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR SESSION MEETING MINUTES
TOWN HALL BOARD ROOM
118 E FRONT STREET
SOUTH WHITLEY, IN  46787

MAY 26, 2020
6:30 PM

The South Whitley Town Council met in regular session on Tuesday, May 26, 2020 in the Town Hall
Board Room at 6:30 p.m.   Those present were President Les Hoffman, Vice President Randy Cokl,  Councilman Brock Waterson, Attorney Gregg Hockemeyer, Town Marshal Mikel Vandevender and Clerk-Treasurer Pamela Hoffman.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

NEW BUSINESS –        HANK FOY shared with the Town Board concerns re:  the alley flooding between Second and Third Streets, which is affecting his home and driveway.  In the winter, his wife Patricia fell on the ice, caused from the excess water that froze.   His property address is 604 S State St.  He contacted INDOT and they said the problem was resolved, he’s had this problem for approx. 3 years. Kent had informed Pamela Hoffman, Clerk that there is no storm sewer in that area and no catch basin can be added.   Attorney Gregg Hockemeyer suggested Kent Slater look into drainage to fix the problem and get back with the Board.

                                      DAN FERRELL representing LAKE PARK ESTATES asked for Approval to Adjust Sewage for three of his residents.   NATHANIEL CARLSON Adj $252.70; ASHLEY MULLINS Adj $490.40 and
ANGELA LITTLE Adj $280.93.  President Les Hoffman asked why the Board was seeing so many of the residents with water problems/leaks.   Dan Ferrell assured the Board he was fixing the problems as they arise the best that he could.   Councilman Cokl made a motion and Councilman Waterson seconded to approve the three sewage adjustments, carried by a vote of 3-0.

                                     CHELSEY SANDLIN approval for sewage adjustment of $634.83.  She submitted to Clerk’s office, proof that she had problem repaired.   Councilman Cokl made a motion to approve the adjustment, seconded by Councilman Waterson, motion carried by a vote of 3-0.

                                     DONOHUE Presented an approval for Project No 13218 Inv#36, for $20,069.62 and Project No 133218 Inv#13 for $292.50, Wastewater Asset Management.   Motion made by Councilman Cokl to approve invoices, seconded by Councilman Waterson, motion carried by a vote of 3-0.
  
OLD BUSINESS – ARTISTIC DESIGNS AGREEMENT Riley Hollenbaugh emailed a corrected agreement for council to sign, but the copy had red lined entries and Councilman Cokl made motion to accept agreement, seconded by Councilman Waterson, to have President Les Hoffman sign when a clean copy is presented to the office.  Carried by a vote of 3-0.

PARK BOARD –  No one in attendance
DEPARTMENT HEADS:

TOWN MARSHAL – MIKEL VANDENDER – Presented a SRO EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT to accept the agreement with Whitko Schools for 2020/2021 school year and asking for an increase in pay of $22.67/hour from his current salary of $21.90/hour.   Councilman Cokl made a motion to accept agreement and pay increase for SRO Officer, second by Councilman Waterson, carried by a vote of 3-0.
Mikel has been giving lawn mowing ordinance violations, with only one of two not complying.
UTILITIES SUPERVISOR – KENT SLATER -Absent

TOWN ATTORNEY – GREGG HOCKEMEYER –  Presented a land contract for Tanner Moyer and Board President Les Hoffman to sign, stating that he paid $15,0000 as down payment with one year to make improvements to $23,000.00, or pay balance thereof.

CLERK TREASURER – PAMELA HOFFMAN – Pamela informed the Board of another complaint by a resident that Andy Bowers has had an unplated truck parked on Market Street for 3 weeks. Town Marshal Vandevender will talk to Mr. Bowers of this complaint.

APPROVAL FOR MAY 12th, 2020 WORKSESSION MEETING MINUTES – Motion made to approve by Councilman Cokl, seconded by Councilman Waterson, carried by vote of 3-0.

APPROVAL FOR MAY 12th, 2020 REGULAR SESSION MEETING MINUTES were presented to council, approved and signed.  Motion to approve made by Councilman Cokl, seconded by Councilman Waterson, carried by vote 3-0.

 APPROVAL for PREPAID APV’S TOTALING $37,204.94 were presented to council, approved and signed.Motion to approve made by Councilman Waterson, seconded by Councilman Cokl, carried by vote 3-0.

APPROVAL for APV’S TOTALING $111,457.57  were presented to council, approved and signed.  Motion to approve made by Councilman Waterson, seconded by Councilman Cokl, carried by vote of 3-0.

APPROVAL for PAYROLL WEEK ENDING APRIL 27th, 2020, TOTALING $6,939.04 were presented to council, approved and signed.   Motion to approve made by Councilman Waterson, seconded by Councilman Cokl, carried by vote of 3-0.

APPROVAL for PAYROLL WEEK ENDING MAY 11th, 2020, TOTALING $8,698.70 were presented to council, approved and signed.  Motion to approve made by Councilman Cokl, seconded by Councilman Waterson, carried by vote of 3-0.


PUBLIC INPUT –  Councilman Waterson presented Jim Hazen’s quansit building and lot will be up for sale upon his recent death, per his son-in-law Jim Yeager.   An amount of $40,000.00 was discussed as a possible purchase price with the Town using this to store equipment and possibly building a barn on site to store salt.   Attorney Hockemeyer said he would get 2 appraisals to start the process.  Councilman Cokl made a motion, seconded by Councilman Hoffman to seek appraisals in order to offer bid to purchase land on E Broad Street for Hazen property, carried by a vote of 3-0.   Discussion was made of recent Planning Committee meeting for rezoning an area at Hwy 5 and 105 from commercial to general business.  That meeting’s vote did not pass as a quarum of 9 members was not achieved, only 3 voting yea, 1 nay and 1 abstained.    A town property owner Ron Gerard was asking Kent Slater to check out a tree on his property that may be an issue.   Clerk Treasurer Pamela Hoffman will have Kent look into the matter.   Teresa Carrano asked for someone to check out the Old Tribune News Building, as bricks are falling from the lower walls toward the end of the alley and back.  Town Marshal Vandevender will call Craig Wagner to Whitley County Building Inspector, to examine.

MOTION TO ADJOURN MEETING at 7:41 p.m., motion to adjourn made by Councilman Cokl, seconded by Councilman Waterson, carried by a vote of 3-0.
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